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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Public Health Projects (PHPs) is a required course, which teaches students how to apply the principles and science of public health while working to improve the health of the community.  Dr.. Jan Carney, Associate Dean for Public Health and Professor of Medicine is the course directorThe Associate Course Director is Dr. Delaney, and I am serving as the faculty mentor for two PHP groups this semester



Community-Academic Partnership 
with the United Way of Northwest Vermont 

20+ years!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Quick look back: These projects were first implemented in 2004 in partnership with the United Way of Chittenden County Volunteer Center.  Now 20 years onwards, the feedback and results have been overwhelmingly positive. Each year at least several student leaders present their projects at national professional meetings, such as the American Public Health Association’s (APhA) Annual Meeting. 



Call for Projects 
United Way of 
Northwest Vermont 
and partner 
organizations
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The projects are community initiated, and students answer community’s research question or help solve a healthcare, public health or social health challenge.  Students perform surveys and/or focus groups and/or interviews to gather data and subsequently analyze it. Final product: at a minimum, a summary of the work presented as a poster at Robert Larner College of Medicine Annual Poster Session and Community Celebration. Towards the end of my presentation, I will present some sample work of previous student groups. 



Course 
Objectives = 

Combination of 
Community  
Experiences & 
Public Health 
Research 

1. Synthesize knowledge of public health learned through actions in 
the community.

2. Describe and apply basic public health research methods.

3. Identify and apply self-directed approaches to learning that 
include receiving and giving feedback, critical thinking, and self-
assessment procedures.

4. Demonstrate professional attitudes and behaviors including 
integrity, respect, courtesy and confidentiality

5. Communicate effectively with diverse people, collaborate with 
members of a diverse group or team to achieve common goals, 
and manage conflict in ways that respect those involved and 
promote problem-solving.

6. Identify aspects of culture and diversity in the community and 
demonstrate sensitivity and responsiveness to others’ culture, age, 
gender, sexual orientation, education, income, and disabilities

7. Apply principles of public health research to develop and complete 
a research project addressing a public health issue identified by 
the community.

8. Create and present a poster summarizing a research project.

9. Devise practical approaches to improve health in our community.

10. Identify connections between improving health in patients and 
populations.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The overall course objective is to combine community experiences and public health research.  The 10 specific steps are presented here.



Community 
Humility
THE COMMUNITY IS EXPERT IN ITS PEOPLE, 
ORGANIZATIONS, CULTURE, AND WHAT 
APPROACHES WILL MOST LIKELY SUCCEED.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Public Health Projects have been successful, because we have community partners who work with us! And we are very excited to partner with you – the Department of Disability, Aging, and Independent Living (DAIL) and look forward to mutually beneficial work relationship. 



Public Health Project Themes

WEDNESDAY 

Health Behaviors

Access to Health Care/Rural Health

Social Determinants of Health

Health Policy and Advocacy 

Community Health Needs Assessments

Specific Public Health topics/issues

FRIDAY

•Health Behaviors

•Access to Health Care/Rural Health

•Social Determinants of Health

•Health Policy and Advocacy 

•Community Health Needs Assessments

•Specific Public Health topics/issues
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are the themes for our PHPs for this semester.  Each week we have groups of medical students who meet either on Wednesdays or Fridays. Our group meets on Fridays.  Students under the guidance of community mentor and faculty mentor work on the project, and the director and associate director are overall involved to ensure timely and proper completion of the project. 



Project Title: Communication 
Accessibility Issues in Healthcare

Summary: Overall Objectives:
Assessment of current communication practices
Technology integration for accessibility
Training healthcare professionals
Policy advocacy and implementation
Community engagement and education
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This slides includes information about our collaborative project.  The overall objectives are  briefly listed here on this slide. I will go over each objective a little bit more in details. 1. For objective 1: We will perform in-depth analysis of existing communication practices2. For objective 2, we will explore assistive technology that enhances accessibility 3. For objective 3, we will explore how to develop training program, with the aim to produce resources and guidance on inclusive communication strategies4. For objective 4, we are planning to advocate for the development and implementation of policies that prioritize and ensure communication access plan are in place. This may involve collaborating with regulatory bodies to establish and enforce standards.5. Finally, for objective 5, we are planning to design and if feasible conduct outreach programs to educate the broader community about communication needs



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is a great example of a final product generated by previous group of students



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is an additional example of a final product generated by a previous group of students



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is an additional example: This one example, I believe, is relevant to the current project, as we might consider how rural Vermonters who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, or Deafblind might  face challenges trying to access Telehealth 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Last example of a final product generated by a previous group of students



In Conclusion

Obligatory Goal:
A summary of the work presented as a poster at the 
Robert Larner College of Medicine Annual Poster Session 
and Community Celebration

Additional Goals…………….
Contact Information:

Email: shamima.khan@med.uvm.edu
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On behalf of Larner College of Medicine and Division of Public Health, it was my honor and privilege to present this brief overview about our public health projects. I would like to thank Laura Siegel for her kind invitation. I am looking forward to working with her! I welcome any comments/ questions at this point. 
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