Vermont Deaf, Hard of Hearing, DeafBlind & Visually Impaired Services Programs
as of 11/11/24 at 10:00AM

ASL Video

Introduction

This is a comparison of programs serving Deaf, Hard of Hearing, DeafBlind (DHHDB) and Visually Impaired Vermonters 0 to 22 years.
Each program has provided information about who they serve, their services, and how to reach them.

Definition of Service Delivery Approaches

Direct Services are student centered and specially designed instruction and/or supplementary instruction provided directly to a child by
a special education teacher or related services professional. Direct service can be provided to an individual child or to a small group of
children with similar needs. Direct instruction and services are provided to help a child meet the goals and objectives on the child’s
Individualized Education Program (IEP) and 504 Pans. For example, a special education teacher could provide direct service in written
language instruction to address a goal for written language.

Consultation Services/Technical Assistance to support the team and/or student. A special education teacher or related service

professional provides these services to others who are working directly with a child. Indirect services may include activities such as:
e Staff consultation with a regular education teacher or other school staff on situations resulting from a child’s disability

Modifying curriculum or environment for a child

Observing a child

Monitoring a child’s progress in a specific area

Monitoring equipment or assistive technology used by a child

Coaching a provider to implement a specific instructional strategy

Services can also be provided to families or support staff working with students, for example sign language instruction or braille

instruction.

e Technical Assistance Services (TA) involves assistance to local or state agencies/programs (rather than to individuals) and
generally involves problem solving and collaboration to achieve a mutually agreed upon goal. Technical assistance may involve
multiple contacts and interactions over an extended period of time. TA is a form of consulting and may also include coaching.

e Indirect services (not student centered) can also be provided to families or support staff working with students, for example sign
language instruction or braille instruction or making sure student staff understand how assistive technology is working


https://studio.youtube.com/video/sve3xVV65UU/edit?c=UCanXf_t0eAWxLamkG0sncjA

Training/Professional Development Services (webinars, workshops/conferences, learning communities) is designed to teach,
present or guide individuals in order to impart knowledge, skills and competencies. In some cases, training may be a component of TA,
a part of the process to improve performance, resolve problems, and/or increase capacity.

Agreements are created between the agencies and the schools based on the agreed services and costs.
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for 3-22

Vermont Family Network (VFN):
As part of the IDEA, each State is required to have a designated Parent Training and Information Center to support parents, guardians, and families who have
students with disabilities. In Vermont, our PTIC is Vermont Family Network. For more information on how VFN can help, please visit their website:

https://www.vermontfamilynetwork.org/what-we-do/family-support/

Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP):

As part of the IDEA, each State is required to have a Special Education Advisory Panel comprised of no less than 51% of parent members. The Panel advises the
AOE on matters of special education, including unmet needs of children and youth in Vermont. To attend meetings or apply for membership to this Panel, please
visit their webpage for agendas, meeting dates and locations, meeting minutes, and resources: https://education.vermont.gov/state-board-councils/special-
education-advisory-panel

AOE Special Education Website:

Families are invited to explore the Resources for Families section on our Special Education website, in addition to pages dedicated to recent events, news,
guidance, and requirements. The AOE Special Education Team is open to feedback on what you would like to see represented so families can consider this a
useful tool that meets their needs. htips://education.vermont.gov/student-support/vermont-special-education

Agency of Education:

For any questions or concerns related to special education, the Individualized Education Program (IEP) process, or the provision of IEP services please contact
The Agency of Education's Special Education Technical Assistance line. It is available 24 hours/day through the general email and voicemail system. These
methods of communication are monitored regularly during business hours and a response is generally provided within 1 business

day: AOE.SpecialEd@vermont.gov or (802) 828-1256.
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Department of Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living:
For any questions or concerns related regarding to services through any state agencies, contact Laura Siegel. Her email address is: Laura.Siegel@Vermont.gov.
Her videophone number is: 802-560-5170. Her cell phone number is: 802-904-3241. Her cell phone number is only used for text messages.

I UVM-CDCI stands for University of Vermont-Center on Disability and Community Inclusion.

i NEC stands for New England Consortium on DeafBlindness.

i \/ABVI stands for Vermont Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired.

v APH stands for American Printing House for the Blind.

v ANSI stands for American National Standards Institute.

vi For further understanding of an audiogram, click here: https://www.babyhearing.org/what-is-an-audiogram

Vi For further understanding of a visual acuity, click here: https://www.aoa.org/healthy-eyes/vision-and-vision-correction/visual-acuity?sso=y
vii E| stands for early intervention.

x |SE stands for Institute for Special Education.

* TVI stands for Teachers of Visually Impaired, and COMS stands for Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist.
XiCARES stands for Consultation, Access, Resources and Equipment Support
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