
Developmental Services Legislative Work Group Meeting Minutes 
July 19, 2013 

Work Group Members Present:  Cheryl Phaneuf, Susan Yuan, Nicole LeBlanc, Stirling 
Peebles, Bill Ashe, Camille George, Jackie Rogers, James Caffry, Marie Zura, Commissioner 
Wehry 
 
Visitors: June Bascom, Beth Sightler, Karen Topper, Marlys Waller, Alysia Chapman, Theresa 
Wood, David Peebles, Elizabeth Milizia, Rep. Martha Heath, Karen Schwartz, Barb Prine, 
Gloria Quinn. 
 
1.  Caseload Data and Methodology 
The information from the work with the Joint Fiscal Office to determine the method that will be 
used for projecting the caseload of people to be served through developmental services is not yet 
complete, but should be soon. It will be sent out as soon as it becomes available. 
 
II. Data on Utilization and Funding 
The work group reviewed the data on developmental services utilization and funding both at the 
State and local level.  A few highlights: 
 

• In State Fiscal Year 2012 4,105 people received some form of Developmental Services, 
including 2,649 people who received Home- and Community-Based Developmental 
Services and Intermediate Care Facility Services for people with Developmental 
Disabilities (ICF/DD). 

• There are very few people with budgets over $250,000 (22), and 6 of those people 
received services in the ICF/DD. 

• 30% of people seeking developmental services have a funding application reviewed by 
the State Equity Committee and DAIL. 
 
III. Implications of the Tax Code on Home Supports 
Jim Caffry reviewed his research on the tax code and implications for home supports.  He 
reported that there are opportunities that would allow for new models of living that do not 
need to result in increased costs.   
 
IV. Public Comment 

• The data provided was very helpful. 
• Housing is provided to people with emergency housing needs, it is a crisis driven system. 
• Have we asked the Federal Government if there is any help for the federal refugee 

population? It was suggested that there be a discussion with Vermont’s Congressional 
Delegation. 

• We have to be careful about comparing Vermont data to national data.  
• What preventive services would bend the curve on later spending?  One example given 

was better family support.  
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• The work group was encouraged to examine how the developmental system works. What 
are the levers and what are the incentives for individual plans to be as cost-effective as 
possible? 

• It was noted that there are costs that are saved, or avoided, by providing developmental 
services (examples:  not accessing housing subsidies, 3 Squares VT, LIHEAP, etc).  

• Is there any creativity around Global Commitment? Any ways to use creative 
investments? 

• There is national discussion that people do not want to go to group homes. It was 
reported that in other states that use a group home model when an opening becomes 
available, the person and family have to make a decision right away whether or not to 
accept it.  Other states would like to see how they could have same flexibility as we have 
in Vermont. 

• How many people appeal eligibility determination? It might be worth looking at 
eligibility versus funding. 
 
Next Meeting:  
August 7, 2013   
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
 
Future Topics: 

• Administrative cost details 
• Peer support 
• Technology 
• Supervised apartments 
• Think more about preventive supports 
• Report back on research from other states (Marie Zura and Bill Ashe) 

 
Homework for the Work Group:  
All: read materials posted on the website - please focus on the System of Care Plan and 
information on historical perspective sent by Susan Yuan (DAIL will post on the web 
site). 
Marie Zura and Bill Ashe:   

• Provide data on appeals of denials of eligibility. 
• Complete research from other states. 

DAIL:  
• Present 2011 national data in comparison to Vermont. 
• Confirm developmental disabilities funding sources. 
• What are the various funding streams and what are the implications in terms of 

flexibility, mobility, caps, etc? 
• Provide additional available data and information that might help us predict the need for 

developmental services and identify the factors that trigger the need for services. 


