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Why are we here?

An Age for Justice: Confronting Elder Abuse

- : Department of Disabilities, Aging & Independent Living
S Agency of Human Services
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The Financial Exploitation Unit (FEU)

Focuses on financial exploitation cases

Is a liaison between APS and financial institutions
Offers technical assistance on financial cases
Started the Financial Abuse Specialist Team - FAST

Coordinates the financial abuse prevention and
intervention agenda for the US Attorney’s Office Elder
Justice Working Group

m Department of Disabilities, Aging & Independent Living
.._. Agency of Human Services
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FEU Timeline
e Spring/Summer 2013

— FAST joins the Elder Justice Working Group
(EJWG);

— begins direct collaboration with the State’s
Attorneys;

— develops electronic Fraud Alerts; and

— finalizes the ID Theft Kit for Vermont Victims of
|dentity Theft.

P - M Department of Disabilities, Aging & Independent Living
&S T _ . Agency of Human Services
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Partners for FE Cases

Known Perpetrators

Financial Institutions
Social Security

Office of Public Guardian
AAA’s

Law Enforcement
Others

Unknown Perpetrators
* Financial Institutions
e Attorney General’s Office

e Consumer Protection

e Consumer Assistance
Program

* Social Security
* Others

VERMONT

Department of Disabilities, Aging & Independent Living
Agency of Human Services
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What is the mission of FAST?

The mission of the Vermont Financial Abuse Specialist
Team (FAST) is to identify, remedy, and prevent acts of
financial abuse committed against elder and
vulnerable adult populations in Vermont.
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How does FAST achieve its mission?

FAST achieves its mission by taking a holistic and
multi-disciplinary approach to the problem, which
includes cross-disciplinary collaboration, education,
and outreach. FAST partners assist and support one
another in a shared belief that all Vermonters are
entitled to financial security and independence.
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FAST Accomplishments

APS and Financial Exploitation Brochure

Adult Protective Services

Adutt Protective Services
(APS) is the principal
govermnmental agency
mandated by Vermont law to
investigate reports of abuse,
neglect and exploitation of
vuinerable adults.

What is a vulnerable
adult?

The term “vulnerable adult” has
a very specific meaning and is
determined through screening
and/or an investigation. All
vulnerable adults are 18 years
of age or older.

What is neglect?

Conduct that results in physical
or psychological ham of a
vuinerable aduit.

What is abuse?

Conduct that places a
vulnerable adult's life, health,
or welfare in jeopardy.

What is exploitation?
Using or acquiring money or
property through harassment
or intimidation of a vulnerable
adult. Qr, sexual activity with
a vulnerable adult when
he/she cannot consent or is
incapable of resisting.

Financial exploitation is the
illegal use of a vulnerable
adult’s money and property.

Signs of Financial
Exploitation

+ Makes loans or gifts for more
than shelhe can‘afford.

‘ _n.wnhumu Q%ﬂ.
Fafusss to'toll how
rwch money he/ she has or
Fow it 1s being used.

« lsn’t having her/hus bills paid
dispite having a guardian,
W.:.._Q. of attorney, or

epresenlative vm«ﬂm

+ Isn't able to pay hisfher bills
cespite having enough money.

» lsn'l able to find cash kept in
the house.

« s having somsone bury food/
bouse mcww_%a and the buyer
does nol w recespts and/or
n:tum change

- Fas family members living with
him/her and the family does
niot pay any rent or utlliies.

- {ives checks to someone
alse.

« [oesn't have access to his/
her EBT card.

Violators will be added to
the Adult Abuse Registry
and
may be fined up to $10,000
for the abuse, neglect or
exploitation of a
vulnerable adult.

Adult Protective Services
can offer protective services.

However, APS cannot remove

a competent adult from
a situation that he or she

refuses to leave.

Department of Disabilities, Aging & Independent Living
Agency of Human Services
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FAST Accomplishments

FAST Fraud Alert

Fraud happens - if you ses scmething repert & Hane g diffzrencs Wiewe this emal in yeur brow aar

Protect your
Social

| e Security
From the Office af the nspector Gererzl D@ FTES P

FOR NMAIMEDIATE RELEASE

s A alo o SDNTNAN Lo

The Inspecior General for the Social e Create your own Social
- o . ey g |

A E e ~ SRR - Sy &

Department of Disabilities, Aging & Independent Living
Agency of Human Services
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Elder Justice Working Group (EJWG)

* Initiated by the Carol Shea, Esq. US Attorney’s Office,
District of Vermont. ,

* Among other projects, the EJWG is working to prevent
and mitigate financial abuse among elders.

* Current initiative includes developing “Train-the-Trainer”
curricula for organizations and individuals working
directly with vulnerable and elderly populations.

* While Ms. Shea is on assignment in <<mm23m83 D.C.,
FAST and the EJWG have joined forces on “Train-the-
Trainer” initiative.

» J O ﬂ._”d Department of Disabilities, Aging & Independent Living
} 5 Agency of Human Services
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Questions?

N Department of Disabilities, Aging & Independent _._<_:m
._. Agency of Human Services



